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Berkeley Lab:  Fire and Vegetation Abatement

• Completed clearing to north & west of  Bldg 90.

• Partnered with Hillside Fire Safety Group for vegetation clearing

-- meeting Weds 1/26/22 to review & evaluate (incl area above Bldg 71)

• Removing dead/dying trees that pose fire risk or impact evacuation

• Partnered with PG&E to remove 40+ trees 

threatening the 150kV power line

• Submitting grant proposal to CAL FIRE for ~$3m to expand UCB work 

ongoing since 2019 (application due 2/7/22)

• Return of  the goats! Goats will be back in late Spring
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Berkeley Lab:  Fire and Vegetation Abatement

Collaboration with PG&E around Bldg 77
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Berkeley Lab’s COVID Return to Work Timeline:
Our Two-Year Journey

AprJan Feb Mar May July Aug Sept Oct NovJune Dec

AprJan Feb Mar May July Aug Sept Oct NovJune Dec

FEDERAL
PHASE 2

2021 *Final peak # depends on a number of factors

Jan Feb

2022

FEDERAL
PHASE 2PRE- and EARLY PANDEMIC

??
PEAK
1,100

PEAK
1,200

PEAK
1,300

PEAK
1,400

PEAK
1,500

PEAK
1,550

PEAK
1,600

PEAK
1,100

PEAK
1,100

PEAK 
1,100



Berkeley Lab’s Return to Work Plan:
Controlled Site Access and Essential Health Protection Measures



Berkeley Lab’s Return to Work Plan:
Gradual Resumption of  Work



Current Control Measures

• Return to maximum telework with mission essential
on-site staffing only

• Reduce on-site population to ~950 employees

• Follow established COVID Prevention Protocols

• Continue reporting confirmed COVID cases

• Require COVID boosters by Feb 28, 2022

• Employee COVID testing continues

January 2022:  Current Omicron Surge
Continue to Follow COVID Control Protocols



To date, Berkeley Lab has experienced only one instance of  an on-site transmission.

2020 to 2022: Berkeley Lab COVID Cases
Effectiveness of  Exposure Prevention Measures Reflected 
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• Engaged and present line managers 
anticipate and prevent events using 
hazard controls

• Respectfully question apparent 
deviations from established best 
practices

• Follow risk management processes
and execute hazard controls

• Workers take responsibility 
and raise safety concerns

Lessons Learned:  Berkeley Lab’s Healthy Safety Culture

Berkeley Lab’s healthy safety culture has resulted in lowest case rates  
and lowest on-site transmission in the National Lab community 
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